
 

 

 

August 17, 2021 

Dear OJC Congregants, 

We have been watching closely and with concern the evolving circumstances involving rates of 
COVID infections and levels of vaccination across our country, in our region and in our community. 
Considering our responsibility to ensure the safety and health of our community and after 
consultation with our Medical Task Force, the following guidelines will be followed: 

 Masks and social distancing will be required at the OJC for all indoor and outdoor 
services and gathering for the foreseeable future. This applies to those for fully 
vaccinated and for all attendees. 

 Friday night services will begin at 7pm; Shabbat morning services will begin with Shacharit 
at 9:45am. 

 There will be no pre-registration for services except for the High Holiday services and when 
we are hosting a simcha that may bring in a large number of households from outside the 
synagogue community. 

 We will continue to alternate Friday night and Saturday morning services, rotating between 
weekends where one service will be open to all regardless of vaccination status and one 
service will be open only to those who are vaccinated.  

We had hoped that, with the introduction of the vaccines and the great success of our region in 
combating the pandemic over the past months, we would be able to gather closely without these 
precautions. That time will come. With patience and a commitment to caring for each other, we will 
emerge a stronger, more compassionate OJC family.  

We will continue to share all Shabbat services from our sanctuary virtually via our Zoom livestream 

for those who are unable or not prepared to attend in person. We are in the process of evaluating 

how we can resume food service safely, responsibly and comfortably for all. Please stay tuned for 

more updates in the weeks ahead! 

L'shalom, 

Michael Pucci, President 
 
Rabbi Craig Scheff, Rabbi Paula Mack Drill and Rabbi Ami Hersh 


